GAL Serves Nearly 1300 Children
during 2008
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Guardian ad Litem Program

Despite facing significant budget cuts and a
reduction in staff, the Second Judicial Circuit
Guardian ad Litem Program served six hundred
seventy-seven (677) boys and six hundred twenty-
two (622) girls last year.

On any given day, approximately seventy percent
(70%) of the total number of children involved with
Dependency Court were assigned a Guardian ad

Litem.

Congratulations to the January Leon County Training
Class graduates, pictured above.

Our Program was one of only a handful of programs First Volunteer Training  of 2009
that had more than 60 per cent of its cases assigned Welcomes 47 new Volunteers

to a volunteer on a consistent basis. Y& o
Assistant Circuit Director

Of the six counties included in our Circuit, nearly Although the economy suggests a downward

sixty-seven percent (67%) were from Leon i<m is hiah in the Big Bend! Fort
County, twelve percent (12%) were from Gadsden; slope, volunteerism is high in the Big Be d'| o_y
eleven percent (11%) were from Wakulla; four -seven new faces graduated on January 22! Their

percent (4%) were from Franklin and Jefferson names are Michelle Alden, Jean Barnes, Scarlett

Blandon, Jamia Bradley, Bryan Byrd, Sabrina
Continued on page 2 Casey, Gladys Caswell, Leslie Charles,
—————————— Janine Childs, LeAndre Clark, Maryann Clements,

( )+ . ¥ Melissa l\_lewlin, Teresa Cord_oba, John Da_igle,
Terra Dailey, Samantha Daniels, Sue Davis,

! GAL Mourns Passing of George Thompson Yvonne Dowling, Fran Dwyer, Rebecca Entress,
Christina Favela, Katherine Fowler, Alex Geraci,

Holiday Gift-Giving Event Is Successful Tara Grant, Blake Greene, Charles Grice, Laura

Hair, Soula Hatsiandrou, Colleen Henderson, Tana
, Kudos to GAL Volunteers . .

Holloman, Derrika Hunt, Helen Kaiser, Rebecca
= GAL Staff Directory
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(/




Continued from page 1

counties and two (2%) were from Liberty County.
Of those served, nearly eighty-five percent (85%)
were below 14 years of age and fifty-two percent
(52%) were African-Americans. Child neglect,
frequently associated with drug or alcohol abuse,
was the primary reason children entered the Child
Welfare System.

Four hundred forty-nine (449) individuals
volunteered with the Program. Eighty-two
percent (82%) were women and most were 60
years of age and younger. Seventy-one percent
(71%) were Caucasian and twenty-five percent
(25%) were African-Americans. The majority of
volunteers were employed in either a full or part-
time capacity.

Thank you making such a difference! It's an
honor to serve with you and | look forward to
improving and expanding our efforts in 2009.

GAL Mourns the Passing of
George G. Thompson

Over the Christmas holidays, the GAL program
lost one of its most active volunteers when George
Greasley Thompson, age 76, succumbed to
esophageal cancer. He was most recently
honored by the program for his service as a
volunteer, peer mentor, public relations
ambassador, and trainer. In 2007, he was named
Volunteer of the Year for outstanding community
advocacy in support of the GAL program.

“George’s contributions to the GAL program and
those of his wife Charlotte to the children of
Florida cannot be over-estimated,” said Circuit
Director Marcia Hilty. “His kindness, sense of
humor, and dedication were mainstays in our
program.”

“When George was there helping train the
volunteers, we all knew he was doing exactly what
he wanted to do- -and what needed doing,” said
Assistant Director Leigh Merritt. “He will be
greatly missed.”

Continued on page 6.

Governor Rescinds Some Budget
Reductions for GAL

Thanks to Governor Charlie Crist, GAL was spared
some of the reductions to the budget for the coming
year.

“My primary concern was that we continue to
provide critical services to the most vulnerable
Floridians—our elders, disabled persons, and
children,” Christ wrote in his veto message to the
Legislature on January 27, 2009.

His actions will give the GAL program a reprieve
which we hope will result in better funding in the
future for these essential services to Florida’s
children.
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B You may look up youguardian
child’s grades online at the Leon
County Schools website if you know
their social security number and date
of birth?

Change is coming for your GAL
Reports:GAL staff are busy editing
our current Guardian ad Litem
Report Form with an eye to making
it more user friendly. Look for
emails on this matter soon!




History was made as Franklin County residents spent
their “free time” during the busy holiday season
becoming Guardian ad Litem volunteers! Welcome
graduates of the first class in Franklin County: (L to
R) Jason Flowers, Patricia Anderson, Clarice Powell,
Connie Kendrick & John Solomon!

Kudos from GAL to Wonderful
Volunteers

Here are some of the good work that our
volunteers are doing, as reported by their case
coordinators

1.Thanks to Tiffany Graves for passing on the
following information: Free income tax preparation
assistance is available for households in the Big
Bend that had an income of $56,000 or less in 2008.
For details go towww.thebestproject.org

2. Kudos to Mary Hopping: A case recently closed
out Permanent Guardianship with the child in the
custody of his maternal grandfather. The
grandfather sent an email to the GAL program
stating: “Mary has kept involved with the child’s
case and has been extremely helpful, in not only
assisting me with the transition process but also has
taken a personal interest in my grandson. She is a
class act and | just cannot say enough good things
about her. Even after the case has left her juriedict
she has stayed involved and made sure that the
transition has gone smoothly.”

3. Many thanks to Lauren Brumfield: Lauren has a
Continued on page 4.

Continued from page 1.

Korda, Kelly Kreuzkamp, Susan Lewis,

Katharine Long, Amy Mason-Collins, Catherine
Peters, Patricia Sanzone, Carroll Sherman, Bill
Spann, Gerry Smith, Diane Starke, John Stevens,
Kristy Trueblood, James VanderMolen and
LaShanda Washington.
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Desptite the faltering economic conditions, our
Holiday Gift-giving Event was a huge success!
More than 450 children were served and nearly
all of them were sponsored by individuals,
businesses, organizations and associations other
than Child Advocates Il (CAll), our non-profit
board.

The Gift-giving event’s success wouldn’t have
been possible without the generosity of Clear
Channel; FSU’s Crenshaw Lanes; Holy
Comforter and Maclay Schools; the Agency for
Workforce Innovation, Senator Al Lawson’s
office, the Carrabelle Christian Center,
Franklin’s Promise, Watson Temple Church of
God in Christ, Pat O’Connell, Debi Miller, and
Petra Perry.

CAIll Board members Angela Pichard, Jennifer
Heusdens, Rhonda McCloud, Boyd Merritt, Greg
Nichols, Tricia Bryant, LaShonda Bell and
Stacey Burns also gave generously of their time
and money to aid this year’s event.

And last, but not least, GAL volunteers did an
extraordinary job of making sure all the
children’s gifts were delivered on time.

GUARDIAMN
AD LITEM
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case where the children were being reunified with
their mother right before Christmas. The only
thing holding back approval of the home study was
the fact that the mother did not have beds for the
children. Not only did Lauren assist the family in
locating and obtaining beds, she also helped the
family secure many other necessary household
tems. She responded to ads in the paper and
worked very hard to get donations. Lauren spent a
good part of the week before Christmas delivering
furniture and helping the family prepare to be
reunified.

4. Many thanks to Deborah Moore: Deborah also
worked very hard to help a family secure
appropriate housing. Three children and their
grandmother now have a safe home with plenty of
room. Deborah worked with various community
organizations to make sure the children and their
grandmother have what they need so that they can
stay together. The children were especially excited
about receiving “cool’ sheets for their beds.

5. Linda Buytendorp. Linda has worked on a
particularly difficult case regarding a family that
was experiencing extreme hardships. Linda was
instrumental in helping the family to obtain housing
(free of charge). Once the family was able to move
into the home, she personally helped the mother
shampoo the carpets. She also picked up furniture
and found creative ways to get donations for the
family. Linda was able to get a washing machine,
vacuum cleaner, free garbage pickup for six months,
school supplies for the children, a wagon (the
mother pulls the children

in the wagon since she does not have
transportation), and various other items. Linda was
also able to assist the mother get much needed

dental work and a makeover as a Christmas present.

In addition, Linda took on the task of arranging for
the first meeting of Wakulla GAL’s. She hosted a
potluck luncheon at her home complete with several
guest speakers.
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Get Your 2009 Continuing

Education Credits in Today
By Leigh Merritt
Assistant Circuit Director

The due date for completing your 6 hours of
continuing education for 2008 was January 31,
2009. If you haven’t already completed those
please do so as soon as possible to maintain
your certification.
You may do this by:

1. Attending 3 GAL Lunch and Learn

sessions (2 hours each)

2. Reading articles on the website
(www.guardianadlitembigbend.org

3. Participating in other activities pre-
arranged by the director or assistant
director

Please complete the Continuing Education
form on the website, print and sign a new
“Code of Conduct” agreement on the website
and submit those to the program each year.
Beginning July 1, 2009 you may “pay it
forward” for 2010’s Continuing Education
credits if you have completed all your hours
for 2009, in the same fashion.

Case Coordinator Mary Ballardstanding) leads
the February Lunch and Learn Meeting which
featured a workshop on writing reports for GAL.
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Gourmet Five Star Dinner

* is a fund-raiser to benefit abused and neglected *

children in the Big Bend Guardian ad Litem program.

X

Chef Keith Baxter — who routinely tops the lists of
talented chefs compiled by the local media will be
preparing a five course elegant dinner with wine pairings at
his Kool Beanz Café establishment, Sunday, March 22nd,
starting at 6 pm. The chic dinner will include

live music from the singer & acoustic guitarist

Laura Methvin.
Tickets are $100 each

{($55 per ticket is tax

* deductible). '

*

WHEN: SUNDAY MARCH 22" - 6:00PM
WHERE: KOOL BEANZ CAFE

TICKETS & INFORMATION: GREG: 509-3448
or

GregNichols@TalStateBank.com

Sponsored by: Child Advocates II, Inc.

Through fund-raising programs, memberships, donafions and special evenfs, CAll provides dollars
MI and services for abused, abondoned and neglected childrenin Leon, Franklin, Godsden, Wakulla,

Jefferson and Liberty Counfies whose needs cannot be met throvgh exisfing agencies.



GAL morns passing
Continued from page 2.

George Thompson is pictured here with Marcia
Hilty as he received the Volunteer of the Year
Award in 2007.

A memorial service was held on Friday, January
2, 2009 at Culley’'s Meadowwood Funeral
Homes Memorial Park. A military service was
held that same day at Barrancas National
Cemetery in Pensacola, FL

Gadsden/Liberty GALs Celebrate
the Holidays

By Mary Ballard
Case Coordinator I

The dedicated GAL's for Gadsden/Liberty Co.
gathered in December for a holiday party at
Logan’s Roadhouse Grill in Tallahassee.

GAL Doug Wright shared that while living in
Memphis, he and a few other guys played football
with Elvis Presley---whenever Elvis would return
from Hollywood. Reportedly, Elvis always had to
be the quarterback and the football game always
ended whenever Elvis said it was over!

The door prize, a pair of movie tickets, was won by

GAL Rena Coffield and each GAL received a
“Speak Up For A Child” pin. The next (Dutch-

treat) luncheon is scheduled for the first Monday of

every othemonth

Working Towards Family
Reunification

=

Beware of assumptions. Leave your
preconceived notions outside and pay
attention to the strengths of the family.
There are myths about how various
ethnic and socioeconomic groups
parent. Be aware of your cultural
biases.

The fundamental belief governing
child welfare policy is that the most
desirable place for a child is with the
family. Try to avoid thinking that you
need to rescue the child from the
family.

View foster care as atime of healing
growth for both the child and the
parent so they can come together and
be a family again.

Don't automatically believe what you
read about the case. Learn the facts
and develop your own impressions.
Go into the home and see what's really
going on. Talk to Mom and Dad.

Find out what is part of the family’'s
support system. Learn from them
what might help the family reunite.
The longer a child is out of the home,
the lower the chance for reunification
will succeed.

There is a reason that the National
CASA standards limit the number of
cases you can take at any given time
(two unless an exception is justified
and documented). Honor that limit so
you have time to be there for the
children and families you are

working with.

Reprinted from the Fall 2008 issue Tfe
Connection.




Guardian ad Litem Program Staff

Administrative Staff

Direct Line
Marcia Hilty, Circuit Director 606-1218
Leigh Merritt , Assistant Director 606-1216
Leon Courtesy Cases
Laurie Williams , Administrative Assistant 606-1212
Chenee PinkstonSr. Secretary 606-1217
Attorneys
Direct Line
Linville Atkins , Supervising Attorney- 606-1213
Leon & Jefferson Counties
Lorraine Donovan-Lepanto, Attorney 606-1214
Leon County
Jennie Shepard Attorney—Frankilin, 627-5505

Gadsden, Liberty, & Wakulla Counties

Case Coordinators

Direct Line
Jann Tucker-Petway, Case Coordinator Il 606-1215
Gini Davis, Case Coordinator+Leon Co. 606-1222
Kristin Snyder, Case Coordinator | 606-1226
Leon & Jefferson Counties
Carrie Toy, Case Coordinator+Leon Co. 606-1221
Elizabeth Winchester, Case Coordinator Il 606-1219
Leon County
Christina Chapman, Case Coordinator | 606-1211
Wakulla & Franklin Counties
Mary Ballard , Case Coordinator Il 606-1210
Gadsden & Liberty Counties
Addresses
Leon Web
Bank of America Plaza GWeEebsite

315 South Calhoun Street, Suite 800
Tallahassee, Florida 32301
850-606-1200

Fax: 850-606-1201

www.guardiaesdiigbend.org

Attend the 2009 National CASA

Directory

Email
marcia.hilty@gal.fl.gov
leigh.merritt@gal.flzgo

laurie.williams@gal.fvgo
chenee.pinkston@gal.fl.gov

Email
linville.atkins@ gagjtiv

lorraine.donovan-lepanto@gal.fl.gov

jennie.shepard@ gzl

Email
jann.tucker-pettway@agal.fl.gov
gini.davis@gal.fl.gov
kristin.snyder@gal.fl.gov

camig gal.fl.gov
elizabeth.winchester@gab¥l.g

istine.chapman@gal.fl.gov
rynoallard@gal.fl.gov
Gadsden

16 South Madison Street
Quincy, Florida 32351

850-627-4180
FaxX)-837-2336

Conference in Denver

The 2009 National CASA Conference will be
held April 25-28, 2009 in Denver, CO.
Registration will open in December 2008.

Pleaseclick herefor more information
The National CASA Annual Conference
provides a unique opportunity to join leading

consultants, legal and social service professionals a

well as representatives from the entire

CASA/GAL network. Through education,

training and networking opportunities, attendees
discover new ideas and solutions to fortify us as
we carry out our service to abused and neglected
children.

Who should come to National CASA's multi-
disciplinary conference? As one CASA volunteer
recently said of people she has encountered in
Qer work, “People who believe that kids count.”
The 2010 National CASA Conference will be
held April 16-19, 2010, in Atlanta, GA.




Congratulations!

GAL congratulates Theresa Flury, who has been
selected as the new Executive Director of the
Statewide Guardian ad Litem Program here in
Florida. Theresa was formerly Supervising Attorngy
for the Second Judicial Circuit GAL program.

In addition, we are very happy to announce the
promotion of Linville Atkins to the position of
Supervising Attorney for the Second Judicial
Circuit GAL Program.

As the US Elected a New President,

the GAL Program Welcomed New )&

Volunteers

Trainees always share a special bond. The class|

of November, 2008, pictured above is no On Wednesday, March 25, 2009, Circuit Director
exception. volunteers and supporters will converge on the St
Congratulations to: Mary Ballard, Ann Brown, Capital to meet with their local Legislators to

Lauren Brumfield, Ellenne Cherisol, Bill Copp, Eli | emphasize our contributions to abused and negle

Dubosar, Margaret Duncan, Tara Glynn, Renee | children and highlight how much we benefit their

Harkins, Kaitlin Harris, Karen Isch, Jane Johnson, | constituents. If you are interested in helping with
Ryan Kelly, Marguerite Long, Michelle Marra, this effort, please contact Marcia at

Sharon Nicholson, Karen Perkins, Jonathan Torres, (850) 606-1218 for more information.

Jesyca Turner & Kenyetta West.

The Voice for Florida’s Abused
& Neglected Children

Bank of America Plaza
315 South Calhoun Street, Suite 800
Tallahassee, FL 32301




